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Dear Parents, Guardians and Students: 
 

Welcome to Kent Valley Early Learning Center and the 18-19 school year!  We are committed to 

providing the best possible education for your children.  On behalf of the entire staff, I am pleased 

to be able to offer you this handbook designed to inform you of our building policies and 

procedures. These policies and procedures support our goal to provide students with a challenging 

and caring learning environment where the concepts of respect, responsibility and safety are a 

priority for all. Through awareness and support of our policies and procedures, student 

achievement is enhanced. I encourage all of you to review this handbook with your child. If you 

have any questions about the topics covered, please feel free to contact our main office. 

 

As a school-wide, Title I school, Kent Valley Early Learning Center receives a significant amount 

of federal support to provide additional support and services to our students. As a part of that 

support, each year we are required to provide a copy of our Family/School compact that outlines 

the way parents, students and school staff share in the responsibility for students’ learning at the 

Early Learning Center. Enclosed in this handbook is a copy of our compact and our Family 

Involvement Policy. Please take some time to review this information with your student(s). 

 

As you see in our compact, all parents are strongly encouraged to be active in their student's 

education.   There are two immediate opportunities for families to become involved at Kent Valley 

Early Learning Center, through involvement with the Parent-Teacher Associations (PTA) at either 

Neely-O’Brien or Kent Elementary and/or volunteering directly through the school.  As a staff we 

know that the support, time and talent from all our parents is critical to providing the outstanding 

and varied learning programs and activities our students receive.  As you read through the 

handbook and compact, I hope that you will consider learning about and becoming involved in 

these two opportunities.  Thank you for taking the time to read through all this important 

information and participate in our school program. Your involvement and support of your 

student(s) and our school helps to provide the greatest and most long-lasting gift any of us can 

receive: An education.  

 

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Chris Bilka 

Early Learning Coordinator 

Kent Valley Early Learning Center 
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Family/School Compact 
Kent School District 415 

 

Successfully Preparing All Students For Their Futures 

 
Dear Family, 
 

At Kent Valley Early Learning Center we believe that working together as a team with families 

enhances students’ learning and academic growth.  We value the parent/guardian’s role in helping 

students achieve high academic standards and we expect students to do their part by working to the best 

of their ability.  This Compact outlines the ways parents, students, and school staff, build and maintain 

a partnership and share the responsibility for students’ learning. Please review this information together 

with your child.  This Compact may be discussed with you and your child throughout the year as it 

relates to your child’s school progress. 
 

School Responsibility:   

As a school, we agree to support all students’ learning in the following ways: 
 

✓ Provide a learning environment that ensures all students will meet or exceed standards 

✓ Provide high quality curriculum, instruction and learning materials 

✓ Provide you with assistance in understanding academic achievement standards and assessments 

and how to monitor your child’s progress 

✓ Provide opportunities for ongoing communication through: 

▪ Parent-teacher conferences 

▪ Reports regarding your child’s progress 

▪ Opportunities to talk with staff, volunteer in class, observe and participate in 

classroom and school wide activities 
 

Student Responsibility:   

As a student, I agree to show responsibility for my learning in the following ways: 
 

✓ Attend school regularly and arrive on time 

✓ Show positive school behavior by following the school rules and practicing our core virtues 

✓ Complete and turn in homework every day 

✓ Strive to do my personal best and ask for help when needed 

✓ Read at least 20 minutes every day outside of school time 

✓ Give to Parents/Guardians all notices and information received from school every day 
 

Parent Responsibility:   

As Parent/Guardian, I agree to support my child’s learning in the following ways: 
 

✓ Ensure that my child attends school regularly and arrives on time 

✓ Encourage my child to show positive school behavior and to follow school rules  

✓ Review homework with my child 

✓ Monitor television watching and encourage positive use of my child’s extracurricular time 

✓ Volunteer in my child’s school and classroom if time or schedule permits 

✓ Attend parent-teacher conferences and participate, when appropriate, in decisions relating to the 

education of my child 
 

Thank you for your support and involvement in your child’s education!    
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Kent Valley Early Learning Center  

Title I Parent Involvement Policy 

18-19 

 

At our school we believe that parent involvement is essential to our students’ academic 

achievement and future success.  Our parent involvement policy was developed in partnership with 

Kent and Neely O’Brien elementary principals, parents and KVE school staff to better serve the 

needs of our students. This policy will be evaluated annually to assure it is timely and effective.  

 

• At our annual Open House school information, including Title 1, Part A requirements, will 

be explained to parents. Parents may also receive this information through Principal 

Updates at PTA and at Kent Elementary and Neely O’Brien PTA meetings. 

 

• Parents will be invited to participate in our parent policy planning, review and evaluation as 

part of our ongoing school improvement process and plan. 

 

• During the school year we will keep parents informed of our Title 1, Part A program 

including curriculum, assessment, and achievement levels expected, through our 

publications, conferences, and our website. 

 

• Parents may meet with staff members to give input and assist in making decisions regarding 

their child’s education. Parents may call, email or write to the school office, teacher, or 

other staff to set meetings. 

 

• Our school staff will be available and will respond to parents through meetings, in two-way 

communication, such as phone calls, and email, and through written formats.  If needed, 

interpreters, and/ or translations will be made available. 

 

• Our school/ home compact will be written and evaluated with parent assistance yearly as 

part of our school improvement planning process. Parents will receive the compact in our 

parent/student handbook. 

 

• We will provide activities and events to involve parents in their child’s academic growth, 

such as Math Nights, Literacy Nights, Family Enrichment Nights, and Open Houses.   

 

• All parents are welcome and encouraged to volunteer in their students’ school and 

classroom.  Many volunteer opportunities are also available through our PTA.   In order to 

ensure student safety all volunteers who work with students must be fingerprinted.  

Fingerprinting services are available in the main office by appointment. 
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Elementary and Secondary Early Release Dates 

for 

Teacher Training and Collaboration 

 

Early release dates to follow. Please check the KSD website for updated information. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kent School District does not discriminate in admission, access, treatment, or employment on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national origin, age, honorably 

discharged veteran or military status, sexual orientation including gender expression or identity, the presence of any sensory, mental or physical disability, or the use of trained 

dog guide or service animal by a person with a disability. Student, school district employees, parents/guardians, and community members will not be excluded from participation 

in or be subjected to discrimination with respect to any educational program or activity. If you have any questions, please contact one of the following: Our Title IX Officer/ADA 

District Officer is Dr. Keith Beeman, Chief Talent Officer. He can be reached at 253.373.7203 or by email at keith.beeman@kent.k12.wa.us. Our Title IX and State Law 

Compliance Coordinator and Section 504/ADA Coordinator is Randall Heath, Executive Director, Student and Family Support Services.  He can be reached at 253.373.7081, by 

email at Randall.heath@kent.k12.wa.us, or via mail at 12033 SE 256th ST Kent, WA. 98030. Kent School District will also take steps to assure that national origin persons who 

lack English language skills can participate in all education programs, services and activities. For information regarding translation services or bilingual education, contact Student 

and Family Support Services at 253-373-7269. Further, the District complies with all requirements and objectives of applicable state and federal laws. 
  

 

mailto:Randall.heath@kent.k12.wa.us
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Kent Valley Early Learning Center Hours & Schedules 

 

School Office Hours 

 
Our office is open to serve you from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. during the school year.  The school 

address and phone number are:   

Kent Valley Early Learning Center  

317 4th Ave S. 

Kent, WA 98032 

253-373-7600 

 
Kindergarten School Schedule  

  

9:00-9:15  Before School Breakfast 

11:00-11:20  Group A Lunch 

 

11:20 – 11:40  Group A Recess 

11:50 – 12:10  Group B Lunch  

12:10-12:30  Group B Recess 

3:55  

 

Dismissal for Kindergarten 

Students 

 

 

ECEAP Preschool School Schedule 
  

  9:15am-3:55pm  Full day program 

  

 

 

Preschool School Schedule  
  

9:15-11:50  AM Preschool program 

1:20-3:55  PM Preschool program  
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Arrival and Departure Times 
 
Students should not arrive at school before 8:55 in the morning.  There is no supervision 

available before that time. 

Unless they are involved in a school approved activity, students should leave the school grounds 

when the bell rings at 3:55pm by bus or parent pick-up. 

 
School Visitors & Volunteers 

Parent - visitors are welcome at Kent Valley Early Learning Center.  We appreciate you contacting 

the teacher prior to a visit so they can make your visit more meaningful.  Students and staff 

members enjoy having you come and share in their accomplishments, but these visits do need to be 

arranged with the teacher ahead of time. 
 

All visitors and volunteers are required to sign in the school office and wear a visitor 

nametag. 

 

We are interested in having as many volunteers as possible here at Kent Valley Early Learning 

Center.  We believe they are an important resource that helps student's meet academic goals.  

Certain Washington State laws govern volunteers, like all school district employees.  If you are 

interested in volunteering at Kent Valley Early Learning Center, please go to 

https://www.kent.k12.wa.us/KV and click on Volunteer. There you will start the volunteer 

registration process.  

 

Volunteer Coordinator Contact: 

Mrs. Manjit Takhar 253.373.7600 

 

https://www.kent.k12.wa.us/KV
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Attendance Expectation 
Good attendance is important for school success.  Please notify the office at 253-373-7600 if your 

child will be late or absent.  

Kent Valley Early Learning Center students with outstanding attendance are recognized each 

semester.  A student who has no marks on his/her attendance file (no absences, no tardies, and no 

early dismissals) earns a Perfect Attendance Award.  A student who has no more than two 

attendance marks earns a Positive Attendance Award. 

You should also know that high numbers of excused absences, tardies or early dismissals limits 

your child’s learning.  At Kent Valley Early Learning Center, we consider twelve excused 

absences, five tardies or five early dismissals to be excessive during our school year. 

To be admitted into class after an absence a student must bring a written note from a parent or 

guardian stating the reason for the absences.  “At home” or “Not coming” is not an acceptable 

reason for an excused absence from school.  All doctor, dentist, orthodontist or counseling 

appointments must have a note from the doctor’s office to be an excused absence. 

 

Tardiness 
Arriving at school on time is very important.  Late arriving students interrupt the class and miss 

classroom directions and instruction. Students arriving late must report first to the office for an 

admittance pass. 

 

Our school begins at 9:15am when breakfast starts serving. A student is considered tardy if he is 

not at school by the time the 9:15am bell rings. When students are tardy, they will be directed to 

the main office to receive a tardy slip and then will walk back to their classroom. Students arriving 

late may be asked why they are late that morning and encouraged to be on time the next school 

day.  

 

Early (Release) Dismissals 
As a building procedure and safety precaution, students can be released from class ONLY through 

the main office.  Parents wishing to pick up their student prior to dismissal time must come to the 

office and sign their student out of school.  It is important that students stay in school until the 

dismissal bell.  Early dismissal interrupts the class; your student misses the final instructions for 

the close of the day. An early dismissal is counted as a partial absence when perfect and/or positive 

attendance is computed. It is our policy to not release students during the last 15 minutes of the 

school day as this is disruptive to the entire class and a safety issue. No calls can be made into 

the classrooms between 3:40pm and 3:55pm to release students. 

 

Safe Arrival 
The “Safe Arrival Program” verifies a student’s absence each day.  We will attempt to reach the 

parents of an absent student whenever the parent has not called the school office to report the 

absence.  Parental responsibilities include the following: 
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1. Please call the school at 253-373-2425 whenever your student is absent.  You can leave a 

message on the schools voice mail at any time.  

2. Please notify the office ASAP if your phone numbers change. 

 

 
 

Compulsory Attendance Law 
 

Did You Know?  

• Maintaining good attendance is one of the most important things a student can do to 

be successful.  

• Attendance is important in all grade levels, from Pre-K through 12th grade. Students who 

attend regularly are much more likely to be at or above grade level standards. Poor 

attendance at any grade increases the likelihood of falling behind academically. 

• All absences (excused and unexcused) have the potential of harming students academically. 

Students who miss 10% (18 days) of the school year are defined as being chronically 

absent. Students who are chronically absent have greater risk of falling behind one or more 

grade levels.  

• A student can be chronically absent by missing 2 or more days a month. New state laws 

regarding attendance now require schools to address both excused and unexcused absences.  

• Absences can affect the whole classroom if the teacher has to slow down learning to help 

children catch up.  

• By 6th grade, absenteeism is one of three signs that a student may drop out of high school.   

• By 9th grade, regular and high attendance is a better predictor of graduation rates than 8th 

grade test scores. 

 

Plan for Good Attendance  

• Staying healthy is one of the most important things you can do to have good attendance. 

Get plenty of sleep, eat a balanced diet, wash your hands regularly, and make sure you are 

up to date on your immunizations. Don’t stay home unless you are truly sick. Stomach 

aches and headaches can be a sign of anxiety not sickness. 

• Make a plan for good attendance. Keep a copy of your school calendar accessible. Ask your 

parents to make appointments outside of the school day or on non-school days. Please 

schedule vacations and other trips on non-school days.  

• Know when you need to be at the bus stop. Make a plan for if you miss the bus in the 

morning. Discuss with your parents what options you have (city bus, ride from a relative, 

Uber).  

• Keep up on your school work. Students will often be anxious and be tempted to miss school 

if they haven’t done their homework or studied for a test. Approach each day with 

confidence.  

• If you are not attending because someone is harassing, intimidating or bullying you it has 

become a serious issue and it is time to enlist the assistance of an adult. Find an adult at 
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your school (teacher, counselor, safety officer) you trust and report the suspected bullying. 

Please review the section on Harassment, Intimidation and Bullying for more information 

on how to report suspected bullying.  

• Students who have parents who emphasize the importance of attending every day will take 

their own attendance more seriously.  

 

WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU 

We miss your student when they are gone and we value their contributions to our school. We 

would like you to help ensure that your student attends regularly and is successful in school.  If 

your student is going to be absent, please contact your child’s school. Call, email, send a note or 

contact the school through Skyward Family Access.  

 

OUR PROMISE TO YOU 

We know that there are a wide variety of reasons that students are absent from school, from health 

concerns to transportation challenges. There are many people in our building prepared to help you 

if you or your student face challenges in getting to school regularly or on time. Please contact the 

attendance office, school nurse, counselor, or your child’s teacher if you need support. We promise 

to track attendance daily, to notice when your student is missing from class, communicate with you 

to understand why they were absent, and to identify barriers and supports available to overcome 

challenges you may face in helping your student attend school.  

 

SCHOOL POLICIES AND STATE LAWS 

It is important that you understand our school policies and procedures, as well as Washington State 

Law, to ensure your child is successful in school. State law for mandatory attendance, called the 

Becca Bill, requires children from age 8 to 17 to attend a public school, private school, or a 

district-approved home school program. Children that are 6- or 7-years-old are not required to be 

enrolled in school. However, if parents enroll their 6- or 7-year-old, the student must attend full-

time. Youth who are 16 or older may be excused from attending public school if they meet certain 

requirements.  http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.225 

 

We, the school, are required to take daily attendance and notify you when your student has 

an unexcused absence. 

If your student has two unexcused absences in one month, state law (RCW 28A.225.020) 

requires we schedule a conference with you and your student to identify the barriers and supports 

available to ensure regular attendance.  The district is obligated to develop a plan that may require 

an assessment to determine how to best meet the needs of your student and reduce absenteeism.   

 

In elementary school after five excused absences in any month, or ten or more excused absences 

in the school year, the school district is required to contact you to schedule a conference at a 

mutually agreeable, reasonable time with at least one district employee, to identify the barriers and 

supports available to you and your student. A conference is not required if your student has 

provided a doctor’s note, or pre-arranged the absence in writing, and the parent, student and school 

have made plan so your student does not fall behind academically. If your student has an 

Individualized Education Plan or a 504 Plan the team that created the plan needs to reconvene. 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.225
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If your student has seven unexcused absences in any month or ten unexcused absences within 

the school year, we are required to file a petition with the Juvenile court, alleging a violation of 

RCW 28A.225.010, the mandatory attendance laws. The petition may be automatically stayed and 

your student and family may be referred to a Community Truancy Workshop, or you and your 

student may need to appear in Juvenile Court If your student continues to be truant you may need 

to go to court. 

For more information, you can visit Policies 3121 regarding Compulsory Attendance and 3122 

Excused and Unexcused Absence 

 

Vacation/Extended Absence 

Pre-planned absences of less than 20 days usually require only parental permission by way of a 

phone call, fax, email, or written note explaining the reason for the absence and the dates involved. 

The absence must meet the criteria listed in Policy 3122 in order for the absence to be considered 

excused. Additional documentation (such as a doctor’s note) may be required by the principal. 

Students are responsible for completing all assigned coursework from their absence.  
For pre-planned absences extending to or beyond 20 days, students and/or parent/guardians are 

required to make an appointment with an administrator at the school prior to the absences 

occurring. A student with 20 or more consecutive days of absences may be withdrawn from the 

school and may not be able to be placed back in the class or even school in which they were 

previously enrolled.  

Please try to schedule extended trips during scheduled school vacation periods (summer, winter, 

mid-winter and spring breaks).  

http://www.boarddocs.com/wa/ksdwa/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=86D5BQ63E1DF
http://www.boarddocs.com/wa/ksdwa/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=86D5BR63E1EA
http://www.boarddocs.com/wa/ksdwa/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=86D5BR63E1EA
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HEALTH 

 

Common illnesses and attendance recommendations are: 
❖ Chickenpox – Exclusion from school until free of symptoms and until all vesicles have 

been encrusted (usually 7-8 days).  All open or fluid-filled blisters must be scabbed over. 

❖ Colds - Children with acute colds or "hard" coughs should not attend school. 

❖ Conjunctivitis (Pink Eye) – A person with inflammation of the eye or eyelid shall be 

excluded from school until: (1) the inflammation has cleared, or (2) the child’s medical 

provider certifies that the student does not have conjunctivitis in an infectious stage. 

❖ Fever - Students should remain home fever-free for 24 hours with no fever-reducing 

medication before returning to school. 

❖ Impetigo – This is a bacterial skin condition where small blisters appear and turn into scabs 

(common around the mouth or nose).  The child should stay home while lesions remain or 

until the student’s medical provider certifies that the student is under adequate and 

continuing treatment.   

❖ Head Lice – According to district procedure, any child with lice or nits will be excluded 

from school until adequately treated, and ALL nits are removed.  Students will check in at 

the school office before returning to class.  The first two days of absence because of head 

lice are excused.  Any day of absence after two days is unexcused. 

❖ Ring Worm – This condition affects the skin.  The child will be excluded unless 

adequately treated and covered. 

❖ Rash - Do not send a child with a rash to school until your medical provider has said it is 

safe to do so. 

❖ Scabies – This itching condition affects the skin.  A child will be excluded from school 

until the condition is adequately treated. 
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Medications at School 
 

By state law, no medication (including over-the-counter medicines such as aspirin and cough 

drops) can be given to your child without a written order from the child's medical provider and 

written permission from the parents.  We have forms and complete requirements available in the 

office.  

 

No medication can be in your child's possession at school.  The written directions and medications 

should be brought to the office by an adult.  Medication must be brought in the prescription bottle.  

Medication sent to school in a plastic bag or other container will NOT be administered.  Since 

school nurses serve more than one building, medication will often be administered by other 

authorized school personnel. 

 

Home/Hospital Instruction  
 
Students unable to attend school for a minimum period of four weeks because of a physical 

disability or illness may receive home or hospital instruction.  If you need this service please 

contact the school principal. 

 

 

 SAFETY INFORMATION 

 

Emergency Information 
 
We keep emergency data for each child.  For the welfare of your child it is critical that the office 

has current, accurate information.  We MUST be able to contact you or an alternate person in case 

your child becomes ill or is injured at school.   

  

If there is a change during the year in your home or work phone number, your employment, 

address, or emergency contact person, please notify the school office at 253-373-7600. 
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Earthquake and Fire Drills 
 
Earthquake, fire, shelter-in-place, and evacuation drills are held several times during the year in 

order to assure a continued state of readiness. 

 

In the event an emergency situation results in severe damage or disruption in the area, parents will 

be notified after emergency needs have been met at school. Local emergency first responders will 

assist with safety procedures.  School phones could be down, or in use during an emergency. 

School safety procedures include the establishment of a parent-pick-up spot in the front of the 

school. Phone calls to the school could delay emergency care. 

 

Protecting Our School 
 

We are proud of our school, but like all schools it is at risk for some damage.  A very few people 

can cause a great deal of damage on weekends and evenings.  You can help by treating our school 

with respect and by reporting vandalism.  If you see someone abusing the school or grounds, please 

call Kent School District security department at 253-373-7256 or the Kent Police Department at 

911. 

 

Weather-related School Closure 
 
Extreme conditions, such as snow, sometimes necessitate the closing of school, a late arrival or an 

early dismissal.  Announcements are made over local radio and TV stations every few minutes.  

Please listen to the radio or TV during ice, snow and thaw conditions, and do not call the school or 

the radio stations.  Details may be found in your Ice and Snow Bulletin, which will be sent home in 

late fall.  In the event that we need to send students home early, it is important that each student 

knows what to do and where to go.  Please have a family plan and rehearse that plan with your 

child. 

 

Closed Campus 
 

Kent Valley Early Learning Center is a closed campus.  Students may not leave the school grounds 

during the school day for any reason without specific parent/guardian and without being checked 

out through the office. 
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Walking to and from School 
 

Kent Valley Early Learning Center is not a walking school.  Students are provided transportation to 

and from KVELC.  If families do walk, we are asking our families to assist us by walking their 

children to and from school.  

   

Here are safety procedures that we would like to suggest for students and families alike:  

                 

1) Use the crosswalk at the stoplight.  

 

2) Always look both ways before crossing, even if you have the “walk” light.  

 

3) Stay on the sidewalk. 

 

4) Respect neighborhood property and other student walkers  

 

Please do not allow your students to bring bicycles, skateboards or scooters to school as our school 

has no way to secure any of this equipment. 

 

Walkers should not arrive at school before 9:10. After school is dismissed at 3:28, all walking 

students are to go directly home.  Students are responsible for checking in with their parents or 

caregivers immediately after school. 

 

 

 
 

Riding the Bus 
 

To ensure that the bus ride is safe and pleasant, it is essential for all students to follow the bus 

safety rules and regulations.  When your student receives a copy of these rules, please discuss 

them.  If your student does not follow the bus rules, you will be informed.  The privilege of riding 

the buses may be withdrawn if a student continues to disobey the rules. 

 

In order to ride the bus to or from school, each student must have a bus pass with him or her at all 

times. 

 

After school, students should proceed directly home and check in with a parent/guardian. 

 

Students may not transport breakable (glass) items, pets, balloons, or excessively large items on the 

bus. 
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Parking Lot Safety Guidelines 
 

Our parking lot is small but can handle the traffic before and after school if we all follow 

these safety guidelines: 

 

• Obey all signs, arrows, and instructions of staff members. 

• Do not drop off or pick up students in the Bus Lane at any time. 
• Morning student drop offs are in the Drop Off/Pick up Lane only.  Please pull all the way to 

the north gated area to drop students off.   

• During after school student pick ups you must use the Drop Off/Pick Up Lane.  Please do 

not exit your car, a staff member will escort your child to the car. 

• While exiting the drop off/pick up lane, please yield to bus traffic that may be entering 

where car pick up/drop off will exit.   

• Children may not cross the parking lot or traffic lanes unescorted to reach a vehicle. 

• You are encouraged to have your child ride the bus or carpool as much as possible as the 

pick-up/drop off lane and parking are small at Kent Valley Early Learning Center.   

• Please be patient and considerate of other drivers and staff. 

• The staff has children’s safety as their number one goal, please respect their requests. 
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HOMEWORK  
 
Homework allows the student to review and apply skills and concepts learned in class.  Homework 

is designed to reinforce and extend classroom learning.  Homework for Kindergarten should not 

last longer than 10 minutes.  Reading to and with your child is an important routine. 

 

Since homework directly involves students, parents, and teachers frequent clear communication is 

essential for maximum benefit.  Being involved in your child's homework can provide a link 

between home and school.  It will help you be more aware of your child's progress and what is 

happening in the classroom. 

 

Some ways in which you may help your child if they are assigned homework” 

 

1. Provide the proper supplies needed to complete the assignment.  

2. Provide a regular place and time when your child can work without such distractions as 

brothers or sisters, television, computer/video games, or telephones.  

3. Make a commitment to set aside some time each day to give your child your undivided 

attention so that he or she may share the day's experiences.            

4. Provide guidance and encouragement so that your child can complete the assignment to the 

best of his/her ability. 

5. Encourage and help your child to make use of the public library and other community 

resources.  

6. Contact your child's teacher if you have questions concerning your child's homework. 

7. Check on the progress of long-term assignments. 

8. Review completed homework assignments and ask your child questions about what was 

learned. 

9. If your child does not have a specific homework assignment, use the time to read together 

or play educational games. 

10. Students not completing homework or class assignments may be required to spend part or 

all of their recess doing so. 
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STUDENT DRESS and PERSONAL APPEARANCE 

 

Students clothing must be clean, comfortable, and appropriate for the predicted weather.  Clothing 

should support the child’s learning and school activities.  Students should never wear clothing or 

appear at school in a way that is unsafe or disruptive to the learning of themselves or others. 

 
❖ Students may not wear clothing that advertises products or values that negatively reflect the 

positive standards our community has for children.  Inappropriate items include messages 

or images about weapons, drugs, alcohol, or tobacco products; as well as content that is 

violent, sexually explicit, or harassing in nature. 

 

❖ Students may wear hemmed shorts and skirts that extend beyond the fingertips when the 

child’s arms are held at her/his side.  Students may wear spandex clothing as long as it is 

worn with another appropriate top or shorts. 

 

❖ Sagging or low riding pants and skirts are prohibited.  

 

❖ Shirts and tops should be long enough to tuck in at the waist when the student’s arms are 

extended over her/his head.  Halters, tank tops, and tops with spaghetti straps may only be 

worn in combination with another appropriate top.  Sleeveless tops, with a minimum two-

inch wide strap, are allowed unless they are open and/or revealing on the sides. 

 

❖ No caps, hats, or elastic headbands are allowed to be worn inside the building.  All hats or 

caps are to be worn with the brim in the front (no backward hats). Bandanas and do-rags are 

prohibited on campus.  Scarves are permitted as long as they are not an educational 

disruption.  Exceptions may be made for medical or religious reasons. 

 

❖ Clothing, hair color and make-up should never be an educational disruption. 
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School-Wide Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports 
 

 

Expectations 
 

Our top priority at Kent Valley Early Learning Center is to provide a safe and productive learning 

environment. To do this, we have compiled a list of expectations that promote safety and learning 

that we will teach to the children. Our school wide Griffin goals which are the 3 B’s.         

   

• Be Kind      

• Be Safe 

• Be a Hard worker 

 

These expectations are posted and reviewed by the classroom teacher and other staff.  When they 

are consistently practiced, all students will be able to best do their #1 job --- LEARNING. 

If a student does or says something that violates 3B’s a staff member would do one or more of the 

following:      

                    * Talk to the student about the action 

            *  Review 3B’s 

            *  Give a verbal reminder 

            *  Assign an appropriate consequence 

             *  Make things right 

            *  Have the student practice an appropriate behavior 

   

If the student reacts with a sincere and respectful attitude, accepts responsibility for her/his actions, 

and completes the consequence, no further action may be required.  

If a student does not comply with the reasonable expectations of a staff member or demonstrates a 

lack of respect, further action will be taken.  The student will be referred to the Educational 

Assistant and/or Principal for a review of the incident and the assignment of an appropriate 

consequence. 

A serious violation such as fighting, threatening, or disrespect is immediately referred to the 

Principal for further disciplinary action. 
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Progressive Consequences 
 

By KSD policy, consequences for discipline are progressive.  The older students are role models 

for the younger ones and are expected to show a high level of good conduct and citizenship.  An 

older student may receive a greater consequence than a younger one, and a student with   continued 

instances of misbehavior is subject to more serious consequences than a student with only one 

ticket. The following pages provide more specific district policy information regarding discipline. 

 

Positive Reinforcement 
 

The Kent Valley Early Learning Center staff is committed to helping students develop positive 

academic skills, good decision-making practices, and healthy self-images.  Most students behave in 

a responsible manner and make choices that reflect their understanding of their own rights and the 

rights of others.  We recognize their actions in a variety of ways.  Positive reinforcement may 

include 3B’s slips which are recognized through ongoing assemblies, verbal praise, and phone calls 

or notes home that inform parents/ guardians that a positive behavior has been noted.  (In order to 

help us maintain positive connections, please keep telephone and address information up-to-date). 
 

How You Can Help Your Child 
 

Family members can help their child gain greater self-control and avoid disciplinary action by 

teaming with us at school. Here are some simple suggestions: 

• First, you can post 3B’s and Kelso’s choices in a conspicuous spot in your home.  

• Second, you can review and discuss the 3B’s and Kelso’s choices on a regular basis at 

home.   

• Third, you can use the 3B’s and Kelso’s choices as you address behavioral issues with your 

child.   

• Fourth, be familiar with your child’s classroom discipline plan.  Review and discuss it 

throughout the school year.   

 

We will assign an appropriate consequence so you do not need to add a home consequence 

unless you feel it would benefit your child. If you have questions, contact the classroom 

teacher or principal at 253-373-7600. 
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Discipline Policy  
 

The Kent School District supports efforts to bring about a positive learning climate in the school. The 

district strives to employ staff who are skilled in the most effective instructional techniques and who are 

sensitive to the unique needs of students. The need for order in the school and classroom is basic to 

learning. Rules are established to preserve the integrity of classroom and school in order to accomplish this 

need.  

Students who are in violation of school rules deprive themselves of the opportunity to learn and interfere 

with the progress of others. All students shall submit to the rules of the district. Refusal to comply with 

written rules and regulations established for governing the school shall constitute sufficient cause for 

discipline, suspension or expulsion. Corrective action for misconduct must reflect good faith effort on the 

part of the staff. 

All certificated teachers, school administrators, school bus drivers, and any other school employees 

designated by the board shall have the authority to discipline students for any disruptive or disorderly 

conduct while under his/her supervision on or off the campus. The sanctions will be the same whether the 

violation was on or off campus.  

No form of discipline shall be administered in such a manner as to prevent a student from accomplishing 

specific academic grade, subject or graduation requirements or adversely affect a student’s academic 

grade or credit in a subject or course because of tardiness or absences except to the extent that the 

student’s attendance and/or participation is related to the instructional objective of the subject or course 

and such attendance and/or participation has been identified pursuant to school district policy as a basis 

for grading.  

Corporal punishment is not authorized, but district staff may use reasonable force when deemed 

necessary to restrain a student or prevent harm to self or others.  

The following information is a summary of the highlights of Policies and Procedures 3240, 3240P, 3241, 

and 3241P. For more detailed procedures, please reference the Kent School District Board Policies website.  

The District will annually publish and make available to students, parents or guardians, staff, and the 

community the rules, policies, and procedures of the District that establish misconduct and the written 

procedures for administering corrective action. The publication will also define student rights and 

responsibilities relating to student behavior. The District will also, in consultation with staff, students, 

student’s families, and the community, periodically review and update the District’s rules, policies, and 

procedures related to student discipline. 

 

Definitions 
Discipline:  All forms of corrective action other than emergency removal, suspension or expulsion.  It shall 

include, but not be limited to, the removal of a student from a class or activity by a teacher or 

administrator. 
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Detention: Detention may be given for up to 75 minutes after regular student dismissal time, but will not 

extend beyond bus departure time, unless prior arrangements have been made with the student’s parents 

or guardians.  

Emergency Removal:  Immediate removal of a student from class or activity because, in the opinion of the 

teacher or administrator, that student poses either an immediate and continuing danger to him/herself, 

other students, or school personnel, or poses a threat of substantial disruption to the educational process. 

Emergency removal shall continue only until the danger or threat ceases or the principal imposes 

discipline, suspension, or expulsion. The principal shall meet with the student as soon as reasonably 

possible following the student’s removal in order to initiate corrective action and not later than the 

commencement of the next school day.  

Suspension: The denial of the right of attendance at any single class or any full schedule of classes, or at 

any other activity conducted on or by the school district for a stated period of time. 

In-School Suspension: A suspension which removes the student from the regular classroom environment 

but permits the student to maintain his/her educational progress in the school environment and under 

school staff supervision.  

Short-Term Suspension:  A suspension for all or any portion of a calendar day up to and not exceeding ten 

(10) consecutive school days. 

Long-Term Suspension: A suspension that exceeds ten (10) consecutive school days up to length of an 

academic term.  

Expulsion: The denial of the right of attendance at any single class or any full schedule of classes, or at any 

other activity conducted on or by the school district for an unstated period of time, but in no case longer 

than one calendar year.  

Emergency Expulsion: Emergency Expulsion is immediate removal of the student from school for posing an 

immediate and/or continuing danger to other students or school staff or an immediate and continuing 

threat of substantial disruption of the education process. Emergency expulsion must be converted into 

some other form of discipline within 10 school days.  

Exceptional misconduct: Is a violation of rules so serious in nature and /or so disruptive as to warrant an 

immediate short- or long-term suspension or expulsion. Behavior that constitutes exceptional misconduct 

in the Kent School District can be found in procedure 3240P. 

 

Discipline 
Short-term suspension:  No student in grades kindergarten through four (4) shall receive a short-term 

suspension for more than a total of ten (10) school days in any semester or trimester, and no loss of grades 

or credit shall occur because of the suspension. No student in grades five (5) and above shall receive short-

term suspensions for more than a total of fifteen (15) school days in a single semester, or ten (10) days in 

any trimester. Any student so suspended may make up assignments and tests if they have a substantial 

effect upon his/her grades or if failure to make up the work would cause him/her to fail the course.  

Prior to the suspension, a conference with the student shall be held in which an oral or written notice of 

the alleged misconduct and violations, the evidence in support of the charge, and the corrective action to 
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be taken shall be provided. The student shall then be given the opportunity to present his/her explanation. 

If the suspension exceeds one (1) calendar day, the parent shall be notified of the reasons and the right to 

a conference to discuss the length of the suspension and to resolve any other grievance relative to the 

suspension.  

Grievance Procedure for all disciplinary actions except long-term suspension, emergency expulsion and 

expulsion (see below). This procedure includes in-school and short-term suspensions:  Any student, 

parent, or guardian who is aggrieved by the imposition of discipline and/or short-term suspension has the 

right to an informal conference with the principal and staff members involved for the purpose of resolving 

the grievance. If, after the conference, the student, parent, or guardian is still aggrieved, he/she may, upon 

two (2) school business days prior notice, present a written and/or oral grievance to the superintendent or 

his/her designee. If the grievance is not resolved, the student, parent, or guardian, upon two (2) school 

business days prior notice, shall have the right to present a written and/or oral grievance to the board at 

its next regular meeting, or at a special meeting held within thirty (30) days, whichever is earlier. A closed 

meeting will be held for the purpose of considering the grievance. Notification of the decision shall be 

delivered, in writing, within ten (10) school business days following the meeting. The disciplinary action or 

short-term suspension shall continue throughout the grievance process unless the principal, 

superintendent, or board elects to postpone such action. 

Long-Term Suspension and Expulsion:  No student in grades kindergarten through four (4) shall receive a 

long-term suspension and no loss of grades or credit shall occur because of the suspension. No student in 

grades five (5) and above shall receive a long-term suspension that causes him/her to lose academic 

grades or credit for in excess of one semester, or equivalent, during the same school year. No long-term 

suspension shall be imposed until written notice has been delivered by certified mail or in person to the 

student and parent. The notice shall specify the violation; notify the student of his/her rights to a hearing 

and indicate that a request for a hearing must be received by the school authority by the end of the third 

day after the suspension letter was received. If a reply is not received within this three (3) day period, the 

right to a hearing shall have been considered waived and the suspension may be imposed. Please see 

hearing procedures below. 

Expulsion:  No student shall be expelled unless other forms of corrective action or punishment have failed 

unless there is a good reason to believe that other methods would fail if employed. Carrying a firearm onto 

school premises, school-provided transportation, or areas of facilities while being used exclusively by 

public or private schools shall result in expulsion. Notice procedure for expulsion shall be the same as for 

long-term suspension. See above.  

Emergency Expulsion:  This sanction may be imposed if the expelling authority has good and sufficient 

reason to believe that the student poses an immediate and continuing danger to other students or school 

staff or is a threat of substantial disruption to the educational process. The emergency expulsion may 

continue for up to ten (10) days unless (a) rescinded by the superintendent or his/her designee or (b) 

modified or reversed pursuant to a hearing or appeal. Within ten (10) days of the emergency removal from 

school, the emergency expulsion must either end or be converted to another form of discipline.   

Notice procedure for emergency expulsion shall be the same as for long-term suspension and expulsion 

with the following exceptions:  The written notice must be delivered or post marked within 24 hours of the 

expulsion and attempts to telephone the parent or guardian shall be made as soon as reasonably possible; 

the student or parent shall have three (3) school business days in which to submit a written request for a 

hearing.  
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Hearing Procedure for Long-Term Suspension and Expulsion:  Long-term suspension or expulsion hearings 

will begin within three (3) school business days after the school authority receives such a request and will 

be conducted by either a hearing panel of district administrators randomly selected from schools other 

than the student’s schools at which he or she is currently enrolled or an officer appointed by the 

superintendent. Documentary and other physical evidence may be inspected by students, parents, and 

school authorities prior to the hearing. The students shall have the following rights at the hearing:  

• The opportunity to be represented by counsel; 

• The opportunity to express his or her explanation; 

• The opportunity to present evidence and witnesses; and 

• Examine evidence and the opportunity to question witnesses appearing for the district.  

(Please see more details on 3241P, section 14.2) 

Appeal Procedures to Board of Directors:  Notice that the student wishes to appeal the decision from the 

hearing shall be provided to the superintendent’s office within three (3) days of receipt of the hearing 

decision. If a timely notice of appeal is not provided to the district, the expulsion may be imposed as of the 

calendar day following expiration of the three (3) school business day period. The board of directors shall 

schedule and hold an informal conference to review the matter within ten (10) school business days from 

the receipt of the appeal. The suspension or expulsion may be imposed during the appeal period subject to 

the following conditions and limitations: 

A long-term suspension or non-emergency expulsion may be imposed during the appeal period of no more 

than ten (10) consecutive school days or until the appeal is decided, whichever is the shortest period; 

An emergency expulsion may be continued during the appeal period so long as the student continues to 

pose an immediate and continuing danger to the student, other students, or school personnel, or an 

immediate and continuing threat of substantial disruption of the educational process of the student’s 

school; and 

Any days that a student is temporarily suspended or expelled before the appeal is decided, shall be applied 

to the term of the student’s suspension or expulsion and shall not limit or extend the term of the student’s 

suspension or expulsion.  

The board shall render a decision within ten (10) school business days or schedule a second meeting to 

hear further arguments and render its decision within fifteen (15) school business days, or schedule and 

hold a meeting within ten (10) school business days after the date of the informal conference to hear the 

case anew. Any further appeal shall be made to the Superior Court within thirty (30) days of the board’s 

decision.  

Readmission:  Any student who has been suspended or expelled may apply for readmission at any time by 

written application to the superintendent. The letter shall include the reasons for readmission, evidence 

which supports the request, and a statement assuring that the problems will not reoccur. The 

superintendent shall reply in writing. 

Reengagement: School and district administrators will make reasonable efforts to assist students and 

parents in returning to the educational setting prior to and no later than the end date of the 

corrective action or sanction.  The school and/or district will convene a meeting to discuss a plan 

to reengage the student in a school program, with the student, and the student’s parents or 

guardians, within twenty (20) days of the student’s long-term suspension or expulsion and no 
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later than five (5) days before the student’s return to school. The school and/or district must 

create an individualized reengagement plan tailored to the student’s individual circumstances, 

including consideration of the incident that led to the student’s long-term suspension or 

expulsion.  Additionally, the district will take reasonable steps to develop the plan with the 

participation and input of the student and their parent(s)/guardian(s) to ensure that it is 

culturally sensitive and culturally responsive.  In developing the reengagement plan, the school 

should consider: 

 

• shortening the length of time that the student is suspended or expelled; 

• other forms of corrective action; and 

• supportive interventions that aid in the student’s academic success and keep the student 

engaged and on track to graduate. 

 
Any reengagement meetings conducted by the school or district involving the suspended or 

expelled student and his or her parent/guardian are not intended to replace the student’s right to 

petition for readmission at any time following long-term suspension or expulsion as stated in 

section 17.1 above.    

For more information, you can visit Policy 3240 Student Conduct Expectations  and 3241 Classroom 

Management, Corrective Actions or Sanctions 

 

Students With Disabilities 
Decisions made regarding corrective action or sanctions upon students in the abovementioned groups will 

be made following special education programming and legal procedures. 

Discipline procedures for students with disabilities are consistent with the Individual with Disabilities 

Education Act (IDEA). These procedures apply when: 

• The student has an Individualized Education Program (IEP) or a 504 Plan. 

• The student has been referred to special education (the referral is in process but eligibility has not 

yet been determined). 

• The school has knowledge that the student has a disability before the behavior that precipitated 

the discipline action occurred. 

Knowledge of the disability is defined as: 

• Parent has expressed a concern in writing that the student is in need of special education and 

related services; 

• The student’s behavior or performance demonstrates a need for services; 

• The parent has requested an evaluation of the student; 

• The teacher, other school staff or an outside agency has expressed concern about the performance 

or behavior of the student to the director of special education or other school personnel. 

For more specific details regarding discipline and student with disabilities, please reference Kent School 

District Board Policy 2162. 

http://www.boarddocs.com/wa/ksdwa/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=86D5CD63E302
http://www.boarddocs.com/wa/ksdwa/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=86D5CE63E30D
http://www.boarddocs.com/wa/ksdwa/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=86D5CE63E30D
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Kent School District Guidelines for School Sanctions 
School administrators will sanction a student for the following offenses within each listed standard range, 

beginning at the standard sanction and determining whether mitigating or aggravating factors warrant a 

sanction higher or lower within the standard range. A full description of those factors are listed in the full 

text of Procedure 3240P. School administrators are expected to use their professional judgment and 

experience when assigning students sanctions and will, to the best of their abilities, attempt to apply these 

sanctions to all similarly-situated students in a fair and equitable manner.  The administrator’s judgment 

and discretion will carefully balance the duty to maintain order and discipline in a safe school environment, 

the appropriate corrective action needed to address the student’s misconduct, and the student’s long-

term educational success.   

The sanctions below do not prohibit administrators from considering approved alternatives to out-of-

school suspension or expulsion, including in-school suspension.   The standard range for each offense does 

not prohibit a school administrator from exceeding the range, up to and including expulsion, if sufficient 

factors warrant such corrective action or if the threat of danger or substantial disruption supports an 

emergency expulsion under WAC 392-400-295.       

In addition to school sanctions, administrators should determine whether restitution for damage or injury 

should be considered. 

Please note that this is not a total list but instead is the most common seen state defined discipline 

categories. Additionally, each school has the authority to develop their own list of rules and regulations in 

which discipline can be administered.  

 

ARSON 

For purposes of school discipline, òarsonó means any intentional or reckless setting of a fire or 

other burning of personal or public property.  òRecklessó means that the student understood, but 

acted with disregard for, the consequences of his or her conduct.     

 

 

ALLOWED RAN GE OF SUSPENSION:  0-20 Day Suspension 

STANDARD CORRECTIVE ACTION:   

Elementary: 0-1 Days 

Secondary:   0-5 Days 

 

ASSAULT 

For purposes of school discipline, òassaultó means actual or attempted hitting, striking or other 

wrongful physical contact inflicted o n another either directly or indirectly through an object. This 

includes non-consensual sexual assault on school grounds or at school activities. See also Verbal 

Threats of Violence.  

ALLOWED RANGE OF SUSPENSION:  0-10 Day Suspension 
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STANDARD CORRECTIVE AC TION:   

Elementary: 0 Days  

Secondary:   0-5 Days 

 

REASONABLE SELF-DEFENSE: 

It is expected that a student must always first retreat from any threat of harm and/or contact an 

adult staff member for assistance before engaging in any type of physical response to an assault.  

However, an administrator may decide not to subject a student to discipline if, following a 

reasonable investigation, the administrator determines that all of the following are true:  

• A student who is being assaulted or witnesses another student being assaulted acts 

only in a manner that is defensive and protective of himself/herself or others.  

• The student is acting in a manner that a building administrator determines is 

reasonable and necessary in light of the circumstances. 

• The student did  not instigate, provoke, or promote the violence by his or her words 

or conduct immediately prior to the assault . 

A reasonable physical response to an assault may include holding the assailantõs hands or arms to 

prevent the assault, or pulling two fighting  students apart and holding them until adult staff can 

arrive and intervene.  

 

DEFACING OR DESTRUCTION OF PROPERTY 

For school discipline purposes, means the unauthorized, intentional damage to district property 

or the property of others (other than arson, above). 

ALLOWED RANGE OF SUSPENSION:  0-10 Day Suspension 

STANDARD CORRECTIVE ACTION:   

Elementary: Discipline other than Suspension  

Secondary:   Discipline other than Suspension 

Restitution will usually be required.  
Note: Under RCW 28A.635.060 (1), the school district may withhold the grades, diploma, and 

transcripts of a pupil responsible for intentional damage or loss to the property of the district, a 

contractor of the district, an employee, or another student until the pupil or the pupilõs parent or 

guardian has paid for the damages.  If a student has been suspended or expelled, the student may 

not be readmitted until the student, parents, or legal guardian has made payment in full, or until 

the superintendent directs otherwise.  If the property damage d is a school bus owned and 

operated by the district, a student suspended for the damage may not be permitted to enter or 

ride any school bus until the student or parent or legal guardian has made payment in full or until 

directed otherwise by the superint endent. 

When the pupil and parent or guardian are unable to pay for the damages, the school district will 

provide a program of voluntary work for the pupil in lieu of the payment of monetary damages.  

Upon completion of the voluntary work the grades, diplo ma, and transcripts of the pupil shall be 
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released.  The parent or guardian of the pupil is liable for damages as otherwise provided by 

Washington state law. 

 

REPEATED DEFIANCE OF SCHOOL AUTHORITY 

Refusal to obey reasonable requests, instructions, and directives of any school personnel 

(including volunteers or contractors working for the school) pertaining to the orderly operation of 

the school. Directives regarding safety need to be followed immediately. Lower, non -safety issues, 

students will be given mul tiple opportunities to comply before discipline is administered. 

Studentõs failure to engage academically will be addressed in ways that do not include 

disciplinary actions.   (Defiance of school authority is a discretionary discipline offense under RCW 

28A.600.015 that cannot result in long-term suspension or expulsion.) 

ALLOWED RANGE OF SUSPENSION:  0-10 Day Suspension 

STANDARD CORRECTIVE ACTION:   

Elementary: Discipline other than Suspension  

Secondary:   Discipline other than Suspension 

 

DISRUPTIVE BEHAVIOR OF THE EDUCATIONAL SETTING 

An intentional gesture, communication, act or statement at school or impacting the educational 

setting that a student should know will have the effect of:  

• Insulting, mocking or demeaning a student, staff or group of students  causing substantial 

disruption and/or interference with the orderly operation of the school; or educational 

setting 

• Creating an intimidating, threatening, hostile or abusive educational environment for a 

student, staff or group of students through severe,  persistent or pervasive behavior.  

(District Note:  Disruptive Behavior is a discretionary discipline offense under RCW     

28A.600.015 that cannot result in long-term suspension or expulsion.) 

ALLOWED RANGE OF SUSPENSION:  0-10 Day Suspension 

STANDARD CO RRECTIVE ACTION:  

Elementary: Discipline other than Suspension 

Secondary:   Discipline other than Suspension 

 

DISRUPTIVE DRESS 

Student dress and appearance may be regulated when, in the judgment of school administrators, 

there is a reasonable expectation that: 

• A health or safety hazard will be presented by the student's dress or appearance; 

• Damage to school property will result from the student's dress and appearance; 

• A hostile environment will be established or perpetuated; or,  
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• A material and substantial d isruption of the educational process will result from the 

student's dress or appearance. (Material and substantial disruption of the educational process 

may be found to exist when a student's conduct is inconsistent with any part of the educational 

mission of the school district. Prohibited conduct includes the use or promotion of obscene, lewd, 

racist, violent, sexual, drug, alcohol or tobacco-related messages.) 

 

ALLOWED CORRECTIVE ACTION:  0 Days of Suspension 

STANDARD CORRECTIVE ACTION:   

Elementary: Discipline other than Suspension  

Secondary:   Discipline other than Suspension 
 

DRUGS/ALCOHOL AND OTHER PROHIBITED CHEMICAL SUBSTANCES 

The possession, consumption, use, storage, or distribution of drugs, alcohol, and other similar 

chemical substances on school grounds, at school activities, or on district -provided transportation 

is prohibited. For purposes of student conduct expectations:  

• This section applies to any controlled substance, medication, stimulant, depressant, or 

mood altering compound, including  simulated compounds intended to produce 

intoxication or euphoria, whether or not such compounds have been designated a 

controlled substance by state or federal law; 

• This section applies to marijuana or substances containing marijuana; 

• This section applies to legally -prescribed drugs which a student is nevertheless not 

lawfully authorized to possess on school grounds, at school activities, or on district -

provided transportation;  

• This section applies to students who enter school grounds, school activities, or district -

provided transportation following the unlawful use or consumption of drugs, alcohol, and 

other similar chemical substances, including students who appear to be under the 

influence of such substances; and   

• This section applies equally to the possession or use of paraphernalia or other items used 

to possess, consume, store, or distribute drugs, alcohol, and/or other illegal chemical 

substances, including marijuana or substances containing marijuana.     

 

ALLOWED RANGE OF SUSPENSION (Grades K-4):  0-10 Day Suspension 

ALLOWED RANGE (Grades 5 -12):  0-20 Day Suspension 

STANDARD CORRECTIVE ACTION FOR POSSESSION OR USE:   

Elementary: Short-Term Suspension of 0-1 Day  

Secondary:   Short-Term Suspension of 0-10 Days 

STANDARD CORRECTIVE ACTION FOR DISTRIBUT ION:   

Elementary: Short-Term Suspension of 0-5 Days  

Secondary:   Long-Term Suspension of 0-20 Days 
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Generally, a suspension for possession, use, or consumption should not exceed ten (10) days, and 

a suspension for distribution should not exceed twenty (2 0) days.   

An expulsion may be imposed for such conduct when sufficient aggravating circumstances are 

present and in consultation with the superintendent or the superintendentõs designee.  Emergency 

expulsion may be imposed when the studentõs conduct meets the requirements of WAC 392-400-

295.     

 

An administrator may draw up a contract with a student serving a suspension, and a maximum of 

fifty percent (50%) of the suspension may be held in abeyance when the student successfully 

complies with the terms and  conditions of the contract. 

In all cases in which a student possesses or is distributing on school grounds, at school activities, 

or on district -provided transportation a substance prohibited under this section that is also a 

violation of the law, a repor t will be made by school officials to law enforcement.  

 

FIGHTING OR FIGHTING INVOLVEMENT 

Includes encouraging, promoting (including being a spectator and/or recording the fight/posting 

or sharing fight on social media), escalating a fight, as well as the failure to leave the scene of a 

fight. (Where assault is not alleged and the school simply imposes discipline under fighting or fighting 

involvement, such offense is a discretionary discipline offense under RCW 28A.600.015 that cannot result 

in long-term suspension or expulsion.)  

CORRECTIVE ACTION:  See Assault description above 

 

GANG CONDUCT 

For school discipline purposes includes:  

• the creation, display, or communication of gestures, language, imagery, or symbols as 

defined below commonly associated with gang culture 

• the promotion of gang culture and/or gang violence, and/or  

• the solicitation or recruitment of gang members  

Gang imagery and symbols include, but are not limited to:  

• apparel (including shoelaces, bandanas, belts, or hats) which by virtue of color, 

arrangement, trademark, symbol, or any other attributes indicate or imply gang 

membership or affiliation  

• displays of gang affiliation on personal belongings including clothing, school 

assignments, notebooks, body, etc. 
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ALLOWED RANGE OF SUSPENSION:  0-10 Day Suspension 

STANDARD CORRECTIVE ACTION:   

Elementary: Discipline other than Suspension  

Secondary:   Discipline other than Suspension 

 

Expulsion or Long -term suspension for gang conduct alone, absent any other misconduct, may 

only occur under extrao rdinary circumstances following consultation with the Superintendent or 

Superintendentõs designee. 

 

HARASSMENT, INTIMIDATION OR BULLYING 

For school discipline purposes, òharassment, intimidation and bullyingó includes:  

• intentional hurtful, threatening, or  intimidating verbal and/or physical conduct in 

violation of Kent School District Policy 3207 and Procedure 3207P;  

• unsolicited or unwelcome verbal or physical conduct that is harassing or intimidating  that 

can be of a sexual, religious, racial or ethnic nature, or based on disability in violation of 

Kent School District Policy 3205 and Procedure 3205P and Kent School District Policy 3210 

and Procedure 3210P  

 

ALLOWED RANGE OF SUSPENSION:  0-10 Day Suspension  

STANDARD CORRECTIVE ACTION:   

Elementary:  Discipline other than Suspension 

Secondary:    0-3 Days Suspension 

 

LEWD AND/OR OBSCENE BEHAVIOR 

Behavior of a sexual nature including but not limited to acts of a sexual nature and possession of 

or accessing pornographic material while on school grounds or at  school activities are prohibited. 

Prohibited òmaterialsó includes digital or electronic text, images, or sounds that are possessed, 

displayed, or transmitted while under the supervision of school authorities. Note: Non -consensual 

sexual misconduct please see òAssaultó category. Use of profanity or obscene gestures not 

directed at another student please see òDisruptive Behavioró. (Lewd and/or obscene behaviors that do 

not constitute a òsex offenseó is a discretionary discipline offense under RCW 28A.600.015 that cannot 

result in long-term suspension or expulsion.) 

 

 

ALLOWED RANGE OF SUSPENSION:  0-10 Day Suspension 

STANDARD CORRECTIVE ACTION:   

Elementary: Discipline other than Suspension  

Secondary:   Discipline other than Suspension 
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Any conduct under this  section that could constitute a criminal act will be reported to law 

enforcement.  Any conduct under this section that involves the use of district resources or 

equipment may result in the loss or restriction of a studentõs use of district systems, resources, or 

equipment.  

 

THEFT/STEALING 

Possession of another person's or district property, regardless of value, without the person's 

permission with the intent to deprive the owner of such property.  As part of the sanction, 

restitution will usually be requir ed. (Theft and stealing are discretionary discipline offenses under RCW 

28A.600.015 that cannot result in long-term suspension or expulsion.)  

ALLOWED RANGE OF SUSPENSION:  0-10 Day Suspension 

STANDARD CORRECTIVE ACTION:   

Elementary: Discipline other than  Suspension  

Secondary:   Short-Term Suspension of 0-2 Days 

Restitution will usually be required if property is not recovered and returned.  
 

Note: Under RCW 28A.635.060 (1), the school district may withhold the grades, diploma, and 

transcripts of a pupil r esponsible for intentional damage or loss to the property of the district, a 

contractor of the district, an employee, or another student until the pupil or the pupilõs parent or 

guardian has paid for the damages.  If a student has been suspended or expelled, the student may 

not be readmitted until the student or parents or legal guardian has made payment in full, or until 

the superintendent directs otherwise.  If the property damaged is a school bus owned and 

operated by the district, a student suspended for the damage may not be permitted to enter or 

ride any school bus until the student or parent or legal guardian has made payment in full or until 

directed otherwise by the superintendent.  

When the pupil and parent or guardian are unable to pay for the dama ges, the school district will 

provide a program of voluntary work for the pupil in lieu of the payment of monetary damages.  

Upon completion of the voluntary work the grades, diploma, and transcripts of the pupil shall be 

released.  The parent or guardian of the pupil is liable for damages as otherwise provided by 

Washington state law. 

 

THREATS OF VIOLENCE 

A threat to cause bodily injury, significant property damage, or to cause the physical confinement 

or restraint of the person threatened, or any other act causing substantial harm to the physical or 

mental health of the person threatened.  

ALLOWED RANGE OF SUSPENSION: (Grades K-4): 0-10 Day Suspension 

ALLOWED RANGE OF SUSPENSION: (Grades 5-12):   0-20 Day Suspension 

STANDARD CORRECTIVE ACTION:   

Elementary: Discipline other than Suspension 
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Secondary: 0-3 Days Suspension 

 

TOBACCO/NICOTINE PRODUCTS - USE OR POSSESSION 

Students may not participate in smoking, use of tobacco products or products containing nicotine, 

or possess tobacco products on the school premises or at school-sponsored functions. (Use or 

possession of tobacco or nicotine products is a discretionary discipline offense under RCW 28A.600.015 that 

cannot result in long-term suspension or expulsion.)  

Elementary Students:  

See sanctions for Repeated Defiance of School Authorities  

 

Secondary Students: 

First Offense:  Complete Tobacco Intervention Packet. [Refusal or failure to complete 

Tobacco Intervention Packet shall be considered to be a tobacco related offense for which 

students may receive school discipline sanctions as set forth in Defiance of School 

Authorities]  

Second Offense: Complete Tobacco Intervention Packet and attend extended after school 

detention.  [Refusal to complete Tobacco intervention Packet shall be considered to be a 

tobacco related offense for which students may receive school discipline that includes 

short-term suspension with days that may be held in held in abeyance for community 

service]. 

Third Offense: Complete Tobacco Intervention Packet and attend extended after school 

detention. [Refusal to complete Tobacco Intervention Packet shall be considered to be a 

tobacco related offense for which students may receive school discipline that includes 

short-term suspension with days that may be held in held in abeyance for community  

service]. 

 

TRUANCY 

ALLOWED RANGE OF SUSPENSION:  0 Days of Suspension 

STANDARD CORRECTIVE ACTION:   

Elementary: Discipline other than Suspension  

Secondary:   Discipline other than Suspension 

 

See Policy and Procedures 3122.     

 

UNSAFE BEHAVIOR 

Minor beh aviors that create unsafe conditions (for example running in the hall, climbing on 

prohibited structures, engaging in mutual rough play, light pushing/shoving).  
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ALLOWED RANGE OF SUSPENSION:  0 Days of Suspension 

STANDARD CORRECTIVE ACTION:   

Elementary: Discipline other than Suspension  

Secondary:   Discipline other than Suspension 

 

WEAPONS 

This section addresses the possession or use of actual weapons in violation of Kent School District 

Policy 3245, including firearms, dangerous weapons, and other items listed within that policy.  

This includes when a student acts with malice as defined under RCW 9A.04.110 and displays a 

device that appears to be a firearm.  Objects and conduct that fall outside of Policy 3245 should be 

addressed under other sections, as appropriate.   

ALLOWED RANGE OF SUSPENSION (Weapon other than firearm):  

(Grade K-4) 0-10 Days Suspension 

 (Grade 5-12)  0-20 Day Suspension 

STANDARD CORRECTIVE ACTION:   

Elementary: Short-Term Suspension of 0-3 Days  

Secondary:   Short or Long-Term Suspension of 0-11 Days 

 

CORRECTIVE ACTION FOR FIREARM AT SCHOOL:  Emergency Expulsion (see below) 

Any Kent School District student who is determined to have carried a firearm or to have 

possessed a firearm on school premises, school-provided transportation, or school sponsored 

activities at any facility shall be expelled from school for not less than one year (12 months) under 

RCW 28A.600.420, with notification to parents and law enforcement. The district superintendent 

or the superintendentõs designee is authorized to modify the expulsion of a student on a case-by-

case basis. 

 

The school district may also suspend or expel a student for up to one year if the student acts with 

malice as defined under RCW 9A.04.110 and displays a device that appears to be a firearm. 

Expulsion may result based upon the administrator's judgment of the seriousness of the act or 

circumstances surrounding the act, and/or the previous record of the student.  
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Early Learning 
 

Preschool Options  
 
There are several programs available for pre-school aged children provided either by the district or in 
partnership with community partners. These include:  

• Early Childhood Education Developmental (ECSE) Preschool 

• Title One funded Preschool  

• Peer Model Preschool  

• Kentridge Little Chargers Preschool 

• Kentwood Lil’Conks Childcare 

• Early Childhood Education and Assistance Programs (ECEAP) and Head Start 

 
Please go to the Early Learning webpage to find out more about each program and who to contact about 
enrollment qualifications and registration. 
 
http://www.kent.k12.wa.us/KSD/EL 
 
 

Kindergarten Early Entry (KEE) 

Children must be five years old by August 31 to be eligible to enroll in kindergarten; however, if your 
child’s birth date is between September 1 and October 31, the Kent School District provides an assessment 
process to determine if your child demonstrates the advanced school readiness skills needed to be 
successful in Kindergarten. 

For more information about the process and fees for this assessment please visit the Early Learning 

webpage.   http://www.kent.k12.wa.us/Page/6254 

 

Kindergarten Registration~ begins the day after Martin Luther King Jr. Day Annually 
Kent School District is part of a regional Kindergarten Registration initiative with Seattle, Tukwila, Renton, 

Highline, Federal Way, and Auburn school districts. Registration in all seven districts begins annually the 

day after Martin Luther King Day. Registration packets are available at every elementary school in the Kent 

School District.  Please register early to ensure multiple opportunities to connect with your child’s school 

before the beginning of the school year.  

Registration happens at your boundary school.  If you need an interpreter, please contact the school to set 

up a registration appointment and request an interpreter.

http://www.kent.k12.wa.us/KSD/EL
http://www.kent.k12.wa.us/Page/6254
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Harassment, Intimidation and Bullying (HIB) 
 

Prohibition of Harassment, Intimidation and/or Bullying 
 
The district is committed to a safe and civil educational environment for all students, employees, 
parent/legal guardians, volunteers, and patrons that is free from harassment, intimidation or bullying. 
“Harassment, intimidation or bullying” means any intentional written message or image--including those 
that are electronically transmitted--a verbal or physical act, including but not limited to one shown to be 
motivated by race, color, religion, ancestry, national origin, gender, sexual orientation including gender 
expression or identity, or mental or physical disability, or other distinguishing characteristics, when the 
intentional written, verbal, or physical act: 

• Physically harms a student or damages the student’s property; 
• Has the effect of substantially interfering with a student’s education; 
• Is so severe, persistent, or pervasive that it creates an intimidating or threatening educational 

environment; and/or 
• Has the effect of substantially disrupting the orderly operation of the school.  

Nothing in this section requires the affected student to actually possess a characteristic that is a basis for 
the harassment, intimidation, or bullying.  
 
Harassment, intimidation or bullying can take many forms including: slurs, rumors, jokes, innuendo, 
demeaning comments, drawings, cartoons, pranks, gestures, physical attacks, threats, or other written, 
oral or physical actions, or electronically transmitted messages or images. 
 
This policy is not intended to prohibit expression of religious, philosophical, or political views, provided 
that the expression does not substantially disrupt the educational environment.  
 
Many inappropriate behaviors that do not rise to the level of harassment, intimidation or bullying 
may still be prohibited by other district policies or building, classroom, or program rules. The 
description above also describes students who are involved in a fight or a conflict. Both situations will 
be addressed by school staff, however problem solving steps may differ. The following table helps 
make this determination. 
 
Other Conflict/Fighting  Bullying  

Between friends/equals/peers Not friends/imbalance of power 

Spontaneous/occasional  Repeated over time 

No serious or lasting harm  Physical or emotional harm  

Accidental/not planned Intentional  

Equal emotional reaction by both students Unequal emotional reaction  

Not for domination or control Seeking control/possession 

Often a sense of remorse by aggressor No remorse by aggressor, blames targeted student 

Desire to solve the conflict  No effort to solve the problem 

 

 

How to report Bullying  
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Suspected bullying can be reported to any adult at the school. Common individuals that student’s often 

report bullying to include: counselors, safety officers, and principals/assistant principals. They will often 

have you complete a Report It form. You may download this form to fill out and turn it in to your 

school’s main office.   

Your report will initiate an investigation which in most cases will be completed within a week. You 

and/or your parents will be informed of the outcome of the investigation. The school will work with you 

to decide next steps to help address the issue. If you and/or your parents disagree with the decision of 

the investigation you can appeal the decision.  

The Kent School District HIB Compliance Officer is Mr. Randy Heath, Executive Director of Student and 

Family Support Services and can be reached by calling 253-373-7235. 

Sexual Harassment  

This District is committed to a positive and productive education free from discrimination, including 
sexual harassment. This commitment extends to all students involved in academic, educational, 
extracurricular, athletic, and other programs or activities of the school, whether that program or activity 
is in a school facility, on school transportation or at a class or school training held elsewhere.    
  
Definitions 
Sexual harassment means unwelcome conduct or communication of a sexual nature.  Sexual harassment 
can occur adult to student, student to student or can be carried out by a group of students or adults and 
will be investigated by the District even if the alleged harasser is not a part of the school staff or student 
body.  The District prohibits sexual harassment of students by other students, employees or third parties 
involved in school district activities. 
  
Under federal and state law, the term “sexual harassment” may include: 

• acts of sexual violence; 

• unwelcome sexual or gender-directed conduct or communication that interferes with an 

individual’s educational performance or creates an intimidating, hostile, or offensive 

environment; 

• unwelcome sexual advances; 

• unwelcome requests for sexual favors; 

• sexual demands when submission is a stated or implied condition of obtaining an 

educational benefit; 

• sexual demands where submission or rejection is a factor in an academic, or other school-

related decision affecting an individual. 

A “hostile environment” has been created for a student when sexual harassment is sufficiently serious 

to interfere with or limit the student’s ability to participate in or benefit from the school’s program. The 

more severe the conduct, the less need there is to demonstrate a repetitive series of incidents.  In fact, a 

http://www.kent.k12.wa.us/cms/lib/WA01001454/Centricity/Domain/749/HIB%20Report%20It%20Form.pdf
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single or isolated incident of sexual harassment may create a hostile environment if the incident is 

sufficiently severe, violent, or egregious.  

A complaint of Sexual Harassment can be made to any adult at the school.  Common individuals that 

student’s often report bullying to include: counselors, safety officers, and principals/assistant principals. 

After a complaint is made the administrator who is investigating the complaint will outline the different 

options for making a formal or an informal complaint.  

If you have any questions and/or concerns regarding the investigation or the outcome of the 

investigation you can contact the Kent School District Title IX Compliance Officer, Ms. Moriah Martin, 

Chief Human Resources Officer at 253-373-7203.  

 

Non –Discrimination Policy  
 

Kent School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, 

religion, color, national origin, age, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender expression or 

identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal and provides equal access to the 

Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The employees listed below have been designated to 

handle questions and complaints of alleged discrimination:  

 

Anyone may file a complaint against the district alleging that the District has violated anti-discrimination 

laws. 

The primary purpose of this procedure is to secure an equitable solution to a justifiable complaint. To 
this end, specific steps will be taken. The District is prohibited by law from intimidating, threatening, 
coercing or discriminating against any individual for the purpose of interfering with their right to file a 
grievance under this policy and procedure and from retaliating against an individual for filing such a 
grievance. 
 
Anyone with an allegation of discrimination may request an informal meeting with the compliance 
officer or designated employee to resolve their concerns. Such a meeting will be at the option of the 
complainant. If unable to resolve the issue at this meeting, the complainant may submit a written 
complaint to the compliance officer.  During the course of the informal process, the District must notify 
complainant of their right to file a formal complaint.    
 
The procedures for filing a formal complaint can be found in Procedure 3210 
 

Civil Rights Compliance Coordinator 
Section 504/ADA Coordinator 
  
Mr. Israel Vela  
Chief School Operations and Academic  
Support Officer 
 

Title IX Officer 
  
 
Ms. Moriah Martin 
Chief Human Resources Officer 
 
 

http://www.boarddocs.com/wa/ksdwa/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=86D5C763E2B9
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Kent School District 
12033 SE 256th Street A-300 
Kent, WA 98030-6503 
 
253-373-7235 
Israel.vela@kent.k12.wa.us 
 

Kent School District 
12033 SE 256th Street A-100 
Kent, WA 98030-6503 
 
253-373-7203 
Moriah.martin@kent.k12.wa.us 

 

New Civil Rights Resources for Schools and Families 
 

Students' Rights Handouts, Translated into 11 Languages  

OSPI developed Students' Rights handouts to explain common civil rights topics into plain language. The 

handouts can be shared with families and school staff, and could be incorporated into student 

handbooks. 

Students' Rights: Discriminatory Harassment 

Students' Rights: Section 504 and Students with Disabilities  

Students' Rights: Religion in Schools 

Students' Rights: Gender Identity & Gender Expression  

Students' Rights: Discrimination Dispute Resolution Options  

mailto:Randall.heath@kent.k12.wa.us
mailto:Moriah.martin@kent.k12.wa.us
http://www.k12.wa.us/Equity/DiscriminatoryHarassment/default.aspx
http://www.k12.wa.us/Equity/Section504.aspx
http://www.k12.wa.us/Equity/Section504.aspx
http://www.k12.wa.us/Equity/ReligionInSchools/default.aspx
http://www.k12.wa.us/Equity/GenderIdentity/default.aspx
http://www.k12.wa.us/Equity/ComplaintOptions.aspx
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GENERAL INFORMATION 

 
Before and After School Activities 

 

Throughout the year the Kent Valley Early Learning staff may offer before and after school 

activities.  Watch for announcements about P.E. Clubs, Homework Club, Extended Day 

Learning, and other extra-curricular activities.  As a school that is connected to both Kent 

Elementary and Neely O’Brien Elementary, you will be able to stay informed with events and 

activities your child may be able to participate in through your home school as well.  

 

Kent Parks and Recreation offers after school sports and physical activities.  Program 

information and information forms are available at the school or call Kent Parks at 253-856-

5000.  The school office often has names and numbers of contact people for groups such as Boy 

Scouts, Girl Scouts, and Campfire. 

 

Cell Phones and Electronic Devices 
 

Cell phones at school must be turned off, kept in backpacks, and may not be used during school 

hours (not even at recess).  Electronic games, music players, and media devices are not allowed 

at school under any circumstances.  The school assumes no responsibility for any phones or 

electronic devices that are damaged, lost, or stolen.  

 

Confidentiality 

 
This is the upmost importance for our staff and students.  Volunteers respect confidentiality of 

other families and students. 

 

Field Trips 
 

Students are taken on educational field trips from time to time.  They are always accompanied by 

one or more teachers as well as any parents who wish to participate—a good opportunity for 

you!  Parent permission forms are required before students are allowed to leave the school for 

field trips. Parent chaperones must have all proper paperwork submitted twenty-one (21) 

days before any field trip and it must be cleared in order to attend the field trip. 

 

Gifts at School 
 

Please do not send gifts, such as flowers or balloons, to your child while he/she is at school.  

They cause disruptions in the classroom and cannot be taken home on the school bus. 
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Lost and Found 
 

Each day lost items such as coats, lunchboxes, gloves, etc. are brought to the school office.  

Parents are requested to put their child’s full name on any item that can be lost or 

misplaced.  Identified items are returned directly to the student.  When no identification is 

attached, the lost item is taken to the lost and found tub.  Students and parents are always 

welcome to check the tub for lost items.  All unclaimed items are donated to a social services 

agency every other month. 

 

Lost or Damaged Books 
 

Students and parents are responsible for library books, textbooks, and other instructional 

materials provided or loaned to students.  Report cards and transfers will be issued when books 

are paid for or returned in good condition. 

 

Money and Valuables at School 
 

Students should only bring money to school for a specific reason.  It would be appreciated if the 

parents of primary students would label the purpose of any money brought to school as young 

children sometimes forget.  Money and valuables not needed at school are best left at home. 

 

Parent Teacher Association 
 

The Kent and Neely O’Brien Elementary Parent Teacher Associations invite you to join this 

year.  PTA is a volunteer organization of parents and teachers working together on behalf of the 

students here at Kent Valley Early Learning Center.  Your support is needed and will make a real 

difference in the lives of your children. 

 

Pets / Animals at School 
 

Pets and animals are not to come to school except when special arrangements have been made in 

advance with your child's teacher.  

Animals on the school grounds are a potential nuisance and can be dangerous and frightening to 

children.  We also have children whose allergies prevent them from being around animals.  

Please do not bring animals to school when picking up children.  Unleashed and/or 

unmonitored animals will be reported to the King County Animal Control. Trained and 

registered service dogs are an exception to this policy. 
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Phone Messages for Students 
 

In order to minimize interruptions, phone messages may not be delivered during school hours to 

your student unless it is an emergency that affects the safety or security of your child. Please 

make arrangements for after-school activities with your child before your child leaves for school. 

 

Problem Solving Procedure 
 

There may be occasions when parents have a problem or a concern about a student's progress in 

school, or a question about some practice at Kent Valley Early Learning Center.  In cases such as 

this, it is helpful if parents know how to get the problem resolved, the concern shared, or the 

question answered.  The KVE staff wants to respond to parents in ways that are helpful, that 

show our mutual interest in the child, and that resolve problems.  

Generally, it is recommended that parents take the problem to the staff member closest to the 

topic involved.  In cases of academic programs, the child's attitudes about school, assignments, 

class activities, etc., the teacher is the one to contact.   This can be accomplished by a phone call, 

email, or note sent to school.   The teacher will contact the parent and will respond to the parent 

with information, suggestions, or other appropriate data. If a parent still has concerns after 

talking with the teacher, please contact the principal. 

Concerns about discipline or problems that students have with others while going to and from 

school, general school policies, playground rules, etc., can be directed to the principal.   

Above all, it is important to contact the school whenever there is a problem.  We want to assist 

parents and children.  Difficulties can often be resolved quickly when the staff is notified and 

made aware of the concern.  Please don’t hesitate to ask for assistance. 

 

Recess 
 

Recess breaks provide students with the opportunity to exercise and socialize with peers.  Recess 

time is not considered part of the instructional day, as such, students may lose recess time as a 

result of discipline or not completing homework assignments.  

 

Students need to come to school with the proper clothing to play outside at all times, regardless 

of the weather.   In the event of extremely inclement or dangerous weather, students will be 

brought inside the building for their safety. However, during the normal wet, windy and 

cold winter weather of the Puget Sound, students will be outside and should always dress 

appropriately for all weather conditions. Our school does not bring students inside because 

of normal rain or other winter conditions. 

 

 

 

Reporting Student Progress 
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Student progress is reported on a formal basis two times a year with written report cards sent 

home at the end of each semester. 

In addition to a written report card, Parent/Teacher Conferences are held at the end of October 

and at the end of February.  A final written report card is given to students on the last day of the 

school year.  Conferences afford parents and teachers an opportunity to plan for and discuss the 

student's academic and social growth. 

Parents may obtain progress data at other than the above times by calling in advance to arrange a 

conference with the teacher and or the principal.  We strongly encourage you to do this whenever 

you have any questions, concerns, or information to share. 

 
Respecting Diversity 

 

Kent Valley Early Learning Center respects and celebrates the diversity among our students.  

Using disrespectful words or gestures is not tolerated and will result in disciplinary action. 

 

School Breakfast and Lunch 
 

Breakfast is provided this year to all students at KVE.  Lunch and milk may be purchased. 

Student lunches may be purchased in advance with cash, check, or on-line. This can be done at 

the school kitchen, online at the KSD website.  Breakfast is served every morning at the start of 

the school day in the cafeteria from 9:00-9:15. Parents, please be advised that an enrolled 

student of the Kent School District is the only one to eat a breakfast.    

For lunch, free or reduced price meals are available to children whose families qualify.  Parents 

need to complete forms that are available in the school office or on-line.  If you need help in 

completing the on-line application, please let the office know and we can provide someone to 

assist you with the application. You can access the application through the following web 

address as well. https://www.mealappnow.com/man001  

 

School Parties 
 

Parties for teachers and birthday parties for children are discouraged.  Not all children have 

birthdays during the school year and parties take away from instructional time.  

 

If you are sending treats to share with a classroom:  

 

• Please make sure all treats are store-bought and in unopened packages with ingredients 

clearly listed.    

• Please send the treats to school with your child or you may drop the treats off before 

school in the office. 

• Treats will be shared during a time that will not disrupt instruction.  These times can vary 

depending on the daily schedule.   

https://www.mealappnow.com/man001
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• Small items that are easy for the teacher to pass out (packaged fruit snacks, granola bars, 

store-bought cupcakes, store-bought cookies, or juice boxes) are appreciated.  

• Please do not send balloons, flowers, or gifts to be opened.  They can be distracting in the 

classroom, and we cannot protect them from loss or damage.   

 

If your child has food allergies, you are welcome to send in a small supply of treats that are safe 

for your child to eat during these occasions. 

 

If you are hosting a birthday party outside of school for your child, we ask that, unless your child 

is inviting the entire class, invitations be distributed outside of the school day. It can be rather 

distressing to the students who are not invited, difficult for the teacher to explain, and take 

valuable time from the educational day. 

 

Visiting the School 
 

All school visitors must check in at the main office first and get a visitor, volunteer or KSD 

badge. Parents at Kent Valley Early Learning Center are invited and encouraged to visit their 

child's classroom.  Teachers would appreciate a 24-hour notice to observe in the classroom.  

Visitors are required to check in with the office before going to the classrooms.  This is for the 

safety and welfare of our students. Only children regularly enrolled at Kent Valley Early 

Learning Center may be in the classroom.  Classroom visitors are permitted only with prior 

approval of the principal and teacher. 

Please call ahead if you wish to speak with your child's teacher during the day.  This avoids 

disrupting the class during instruction time and avoids conflicts with teacher meetings.   

 

Volunteering at School 
 

Kent Valley Early Learning Center students benefit enormously from our volunteers who work 

in the classrooms, library, and health room.  We can use as many volunteers as possible, 

including parents, grandparents, or other adults.  Please consider the possibility of donating your 

time, energy and talents to make KVELC a better place.  For the safety and protection of our 

students, we require background checks from the Washington State Patrol. For more 

information, please call the office at 253-373-7600. 

 

Written Communications 
 

Every month we will print a monthly newsletter and post Griffin News on our school website, 

with information on upcoming events, grade level and building news, as well as messages from 

the principal. We will send a copy home and post it on the website. 
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School Supply List 
 

Our supply list is voluntary and is available in the main office as well as on the school website. 

We will confidentially support any student whose family cannot afford the listed supplies. 

 

Please contact the school if you need support. 253-373-7600. 

 

 

SPECIAL PROGRAMS AND SERVICES 
 

School Counselor Our school counselor is available to students, parents, and teachers to help 

improve the amount of social, emotional, and academic learning that takes place.   

 

English Language Learner (ELL) Program is designed to accelerate the acquisition of the 

English language.  Students are provided instruction in small groups or with in class support.  

The services are administered and implemented by qualified certificated and classified staff 

members. 

 

General Music Programs provide experiences for all students in kindergarten at KVELC.  

Children will experience music through primarily in singing, rhythm activities, music concepts, 

and performance skills.  In addition to developing an appreciation of music, participation in 

music can also be helpful in reaffirming some essential traits of character such as initiative, self-

reliance, and cooperative effort.  A substantial feeling of achievement is realized through 

performing in concerts and festivals.  This is the beginning of a program which students may 

continue through high school. 

 

Health Services: Our school is supported with health services five days a week. Our nurse is in 

the building about four times a week.  She is responsible for maintaining accurate health and 

immunization records on all children, counseling with parents of children with health needs, and 

caring for the general health needs of our students in our health room. When the nurse is not on 

site, our school is served by an LPN and trained health technicians. 

 

Integrated Program provides assistance to students with learning disabilities in specific skills 

areas such as reading, writing, and math. 

 

Library Technician: Our library technician manages the library facility, book collection and 

plans the library program as well as supports technology throughout the school.   

 

Physical Education Programs are offered to all students in kindergarten.  At Kent Valley Early 

Learning Center our PE teachers delivers a diverse curriculum that includes team and individual 

sports skills, dance, and physical fitness with an emphasis on overall health and fitness. 

 

School Psychologists are trained and qualified to assist in the identification and diagnosis of 

students needing special instruction, programs, or accommodations. 



Kent Valley Early Learning Center 18-19 

 

 
 

 

Speech & Language Pathologists work with us to identify children with speech, hearing, and 

communications (language) problems. When necessary this person meets with these children to 

support them in their communications. 

 

Occupational and Physical Therapists 

Occupational and physical therapists they use their unique expertise to help children prepare for 

and perform important learning and school related activities in order to fulfill their role as 

students. Students must be eligible for special education by meeting the following criteria: (1) a 

child has a documented disability; (2) there is an adverse educational impact on the student's 

ability to progress in the general education curriculum; and (3) is in need of specially designed 

instruction by an occupational and/or physical therapists.  

• Fine Motor Skills 

• Gross Motor Skills 

A student's educational needs will vary and may change from year to year; program to program. 

   
 


