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What is the “Endangered Species 
List”? How do animals get put on 
that list? Why couldn’t they 
defend themselves against their 
predators? Choose an animal on 
the endangered list and find out 
how long they have been on the 
list, what is being done to save 
them and how many are left in the 
wild today. Create a pamphlet 
with information and pictures 
about this animal and what is 
being done to save it from 
extinction. 

Write a poem about animal 
defenses using at least 7 different 
sets of homophones. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EXAMPLE:  
I see the sea otter,  
Playing in the waves, 
The wind blew hard over the blue water. 
The otter knew to hide in his new shelter 

Design a crossword puzzle using 
words that describe different 
animal defense mechanisms. You 
will need to research many ways 
animals protect themselves to 
create the clues. (Some ideas of 
words you could use are mimic, 
sting, venom, claws, play dead…) 
Use the online puzzle maker: 
https://worksheets.theteachersco
rner.net/make-your-
own/crossword/  
When you add prefixes and 
suffixes to words, you change their 
meaning. Create a flip card tool 
that can show how different 
prefixes and suffixes can be added 
to Greek and Latin root words. 
Write the meaning of the words 
on the cards like the picture 
below.  

What other ways do animals 
protect themselves? Create a 
matching game with a picture of 
the animal on one card and a 
written description 
of its defense 
mechanism on the 
other card. Let 
your classmates 
play your game.  

STUDENT 
CHOICE 

Be sure to get approval from 
your teacher before you 

begin your project. 

Watch the video “Quilled by a 
Porcupine” on Discovery Ed. Also 
read the attached article About 
Porcupines. What else can you 
learn about a porcupine? Do some 
further research and write your 
own informational article on the 
porcupine. 
 

Plan and present an argument for 
a debate about the merits of 
preserving a certain area of land 
for the use of its existing animals 
and plants. The other side of the 
debate would give reasons to 
develop the area into homes or 
shopping. Use the attached 
template. 

Using the Animal Defense: Animal 
Behavior book create a Jeopardy 
Game with questions about 
different animals in the book. Use 
the online template to create your 
questions and answers. Click on 
the link: (or find one you like 
better) 
www.usu.edu/ata/docs/Jeopardy.ppt 
Let the class play your game. 

https://worksheets.theteacherscorner.net/make-your-own/crossword/
https://worksheets.theteacherscorner.net/make-your-own/crossword/
https://worksheets.theteacherscorner.net/make-your-own/crossword/
http://www.usu.edu/ata/docs/Jeopardy.ppt
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A B O U T  P O R C U P I N E S    
(From the National Geographic Magazine) 
 
The porcupine is the prickliest of rodents, though its Latin 
name means “quill pig.” There are more than two dozen 
porcupine species, and all boast a coat of needle-like quills 
to give predators a sharp reminder that this animal is no 
easy meal. Some quills, like those of Africa's crested 
porcupine, are nearly a foot long.  

Porcupine Quills 

Porcupines have soft hair, but on their back, sides, and tail it is usually mixed with sharp quills. 
These quills typically lie flat until a porcupine is threatened, then leap to attention as a 
persuasive deterrent. Porcupines cannot shoot them at predators as once thought, but the quills 
do detach easily when touched.  

Many animals come away from a porcupine encounter 
with quills protruding from their own snouts or bodies. 
Quills have sharp tips and overlapping scales or barbs that 
make them difficult to remove once they are stuck in 
another animal's skin. Porcupines grow new quills to 
replace the ones they lose. 

Behavior and Habitat 

The porcupines found in North and South America are good climbers and spend much of their 
time in trees. Some even have prehensile (gripping) tails to aid in climbing. The North American 
porcupine is the only species that lives in the U.S. and Canada, and is the largest of all 
porcupines. A single animal may have 30,000 or more quills. North American porcupines use 
their large front teeth to satisfy a healthy appetite for wood. They eat natural bark and stems, 
and have been known to invade campgrounds and chew on canoe paddles. North American 
porcupines also eat fruit, leaves, and springtime buds. 



G4:M2B:U1-3 Extension Menu  
Animal Defenses and the Research Process 
 
 

 
Revised 12/8/17 

Other porcupine species live in Africa, Europe, and Asia. These animals usually live on the 
ground and can inhabit deserts, grasslands, and forests. 

Female porcupines have between one and four young, 
depending on the species. Babies have soft quills at 
birth, which harden within a few days. Most young 
porcupines are ready to live on their own at about two 
months of age. 
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Plan a Debate 
 
TOPIC: Should we preserve certain areas of land for the preservation of animal habitats? 
 
Position #1: Certain areas of land must be set aside for the preservation of animal habitats? 

 
Position #2: Land should be available for the needs of the people (houses, shopping, schools, 
etc.) The animals can be relocated to a new area. 

Reason #1 
Source:    Page # 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reason #2 
Source:    Page # 

Reason #1 
Source:                                Page # 

Reason #2 
Source:          Page # 

Conclusion: What do you think is the best resolution to this problem and why? 


