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Day 3 Literacy–Read Aloud - Teaching about Characters 
 
How much time you will need:  
This lesson will take approximately 15 minutes.  
 
What you will be teaching your child: 
You will be teaching your child how to listen while a book is being read to them and to recall the “big” ideas 
from the story (the plot).  

• You will be reading a story book 
• You will tell them what a character is, “A character is who the book is about”.  
• You will be asking them to tell you about the characters in the book. “Who is this story about?” 

 
 
Why this skill is important:  
Understanding characters is important because:   

• Helps your child understand what is happening in the story 
• Helps your child understand feelings  
• Helps your child predict what might be coming next in the story 

 
Remember:   
Reading in any language is important! Choose a book that you and your child like and read it together. Your 
child will be able to learn the skills and easily use them in their classroom at school.  
 
Materials:  
The story book that you read before or a new one that you and your child like. This can be any book that you 
have at home that you both enjoy.  

 
To Start: Tell your child that you are going to read a story together 
and you are going to talk about characters. Tell your child that a 
character is who is in the story. They are who the story is about.  
 
Now read your story:  
• As you start the story review the parts of a book as you did 
in lesson 1. (It is helpful to repeat this lesson every time you read a 
book with them.) 
• When reading with your child point out who the 
characters are and talk about what they are doing in the story.  
There are some great questions you can ask to help them 

understand the characters.  
o Who is in this story?  
o Who else is in this book?  
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o How did they feel in this book?  
o What are they doing in this story? 
o Did you think that was going to happen?  
o Ask any question that you would like. 

• It’s a great idea to stop and talk about the characters as you read. Answering their questions teaches 
them that it good to be curious as they read. It also shows that they are thinking more deeply about 
the story. 

 
After you read your story:  

• After you’ve read the book, ask questions and discuss characters with your child. 
o  “Who is this story about?”  
o “Do you remember who was in this this story?”  
o “Do you remember what (name a character from the book here) did?”  
o “What did they do in this story?” 

• Talking about characters and the story help keep your child excited about reading.  
• If your child does not know the answers to your questions, that is okay. Share with them the answer so 

they can learn to understand what stories are about and how to tell this.  
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